
Who would have imagined that a neglected 
part of London’s East End was destined to 
emerge as a cultural hotspot for up-and-
coming alternative art from around the 
globe. And that nondescript bricks and 
cracked concrete would make such an iconic 
backdrop for stencils, spray paint, paste-
ups, and even sculptures. Welcome to 
new epicentre of contemporary London's 
street art scene. Pasted posters and paint-
splattered walls have been in vogue ever 
since Shoreditch redefined grit and grunge. 

Fascinating crossroads of Indian and 
hipster cultures and popular, vibrant, 
quirky, rapidly gentrifying neighbourhood, 
Shoreditch is home to a multicultural 
community evolved from brick makers 
(1600’s), weavers (1700’s), and Bangladeshi 
restaurateurs (1900’s). These communities 
have embraced the English hip-hop and 
electronic music-influenced era of the 
1980s and here artists tag their names in 
desperation, wherever they can find spots 
on the walls. 
 
Slow stroll to explore art
It is zero snob appeal from the word 
‘go’. Accessibility quotient sky-high…
interaction, touch-and-feel, photography, 
even sabotage…no bar. Whether fresh or 
eroded away…the perfect imperfections 
of Shoreditch touches even the most 
unaffected of hearts. From seemingly 
senseless pops of colourful imagery to 
intense political, social, cultural or 

horeditch: 
treet art sizzle

The cool hub of London's urban art has everything 
from murals, stencils, wheat pastes and all that 
comes to your mind when you think of art.

Words: Punita Malhotra
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environmental commentary, each creation 
is an exercise in enticement. From alien 
to human, nature to animal, 2D to 3D…
an endless display awaits the roving eye. 
Spray paint, murals, layered stencils, wheat 
pastes, collages, sculptures stuck with 
glue, rainbow-hued cheerful doors…it is an 
ephemeral world, a dynamic urban canvas, 
where exciting new designs unabashedly 
wipe out masterpieces of yesterday. A 
liberating appeal that only street art has, 
even more pronounced in Shoreditch.
Much has changed in the district since 
pioneer-rebel Banksy fuelled the urban art 
movement in the 90s. His Pink Car paint-
job and a sculpture crushing a car in El’s Yard 
are the nostalgic faves. Art aficionados can 
trace out a famous red, white and black 
image, symbolising bridging of cultures 
by beloved artist, Stik and characteristic 
lettering of simple phrases by reformed 
vandal, Ben Eine. French artist Zabou’s 

photo-quality portraits of Salvador Dali, 
Malala Yousafzai, David Bowie, and Frida 
Kahlo grace many crammed walls. As 
do female faces, abstract compositions, 
surrealistic touches and a technicolour vibe, 
which are the forte of pro graffiti artist  
Mr Cenz’s, (active since 1980s).  
Shok-1’s unique freehand x-ray style wall 
murals, Christiaan Nagel’s mushroom 
creations and Cityzen Kane’s 3D clay 
sculptures, stand out in their quintessential 
styles. The list of fame goes on endlessly. 

Chilean artist Otto Schade attracts with 
his tongue-in-cheek, colorful moonscapes 
and figures looking like they are made of 
coiled ribbons or encircled by an orb-like 
frame. Belgian muralist, Roa, draws animals 
by painting a white shape and then filling it 
with black and gray lines. His iconic crane 
is now a landmark of Brick Lane. James 
Cochran draws attention with his signature 
pointillist style drip painting. Especially 
memorable is his whimsical portrait of the 
woman on Whitby…a stark contrast against 
the multitude of geometrical artworks. 
American artist, Cernesto’s masterpiece 
‘Elephants in Love’ on Grimsby Street 
and legendary Dreph’s mural of man 

�hÅ�°F����,�8?H������E@5������@¹@g����¹H �ĬĬĬ±����
�Ē,¹@¹F5!�� ���o�³���° �Ē,¹±%�Ê� ��±4±��° �Ē,¹E�@5��
�@g �»!��°�Ē,º�o���,~��Ê�°�Ē,º��¹FO�����O����°
�@ºO�� ���E@5�� �·�f �,��!��� ����f	 �´±ÒÒ~	 ���
�Ğİ�±ÒÒR ���ÒÒ¹E�@ÒÒ4 �GF� �ĒĸĞĦĥĝ �B�� �`S�Ĺ �H�ºN
����º�W ° �Ē,º�ºO�� �,gRÊ� ���E@5� �+@¹Fo��
��� ±9��° �Ē�º4�� ���º!O¹F� ��� ���Fk�� �Tºf
�� ^���	�Ē»�����Hº!ºN����?�g�Ê��,º$É$��º_��
��� �·�� ��±_ ��  F R �,�Å�~ �@g ° �,¹F�±5��

�Ĭ,¹� ��È

�,º��=������fÊ���@¹�R�± °	�»�ºS!������o���Hº�!¹
�»!�� ����RÊ�° �,�±���� ����RÊ�° �Q°@=�� ���
�°	 �,n±o�� �`Å�FR ��� �,f±�W� �� �
�° �°@� 
��NF¹° �Ē¸°��O�� ��F5�� �¡�S¹ �E�^�� �,^�9�
��NE ��¹F^��f �����±º9�� ��°E �»�º5���� �¸E�@5��
���?±N�]±_=����S����B��Ë�¹��$�\º�	���R
�,�Éf��Î� �+Hº���� �¡!gÅ�E �"9�V	 �·!8�Ē,¹?��E°
����!�È����F�±��P�º4�"o�¹�Ĭ»�È��¹F��»n�+GE��
�·O� �È�»!���+E±W��°�ĒFº_�!����¡�NE��É<���

�·�f �+	F��� �,�¹Fk�� �¡ E±V �»� �U�< ���S�

�����±º9�� ��°E �»�º5���� �¸E�@5�� ��NF¹
��³��¹��$�\º�	���R��NE��¹F^��f

�¡!gÅ�E�"9�V	�@~°�Ē,¹?��E°���?±N�]±_=�
Ĭ»�È��¹F��»n�+GE���,�Éf��Î��+Hº����

�,��!��� � �į,9oW�����±�f
���~������E@5���·�f

�Ĭ°�E �»�º5���� �¸E�@5��

Facing Page: Iconic 
Crane Graffiti by 
Belgian muralist, Rao
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Below: Portrait by 
James Cochrane with 
his particular colourful 
style of using dots
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Belgian muralist, roa, draws animals by painting 
a white shape and then filling it with black and gray 
lines. his iconic crane is now a landmark of Brick lane.



and child on Fashion Street, made from 
drips of paint are worth searching out 
too. The brightly coloured bubble-lipped 
cartoon people artwork by Thierry Noir 
is unmissable…after all, he was the first 
artist to paint the Berlin Wall.

If size tips the scale, one can hanker for 
Brick Lane, scene of crime for many layered 
murals, including larger, commissioned 
pieces that disappear within a year or 
two before a new artist stakes claim. 
Exceptions to the rule? Old-timers like 
The Space Invader, the giant Ear, Dscreet’s 
signature owl, Zabou’s (self?) portrait and 
Georgie’s variant of Bansky’s famous 
Tesco can. Another spot where murals stay 
undisturbed is Garden Walk. The largest 
mural is a stunning geisha by Core246 
& Kaes, at the corner of Old Street and 
Rivington Street. Modern versions adorn 
Holywell Lane, about six blocks northwest 
of Brick Lane…the bright tribal woman by 
Dale Grimshaw grabs eyeballs. Buxton 
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Street, around the corner from Grimsby 
Street has layers of collages and posters 
and insta-fave piece by Stik…two people 
shouting at each other. Princelet Street’s 
red shutter doors showcase more of 
Stik and the diverse culture of the city. 
Shoreditch High Street stands out with 
its sculptured faces by Gregos Art. More 
streets to browse around include Great 
Eastern Street for graffiti covered tube 
trains perched on containers over a building 
and the sensational Clockwork Orange by 
Zabou. And Blackall Street is the go-to for 
inspirational slogans by El rey de la ruina, 
whose niche is abandoned ruins.

It’s a deeply divine dive into visual pleasures, 
but satiation comes easy even by skimming 
the surface. Fascinating how Shoreditch 
has championed the rise of street art and 
taken to heights of fame, even gaining 
respect as a genuine art form by art 
institutions, galleries and art houses such 
as the Tate Modern, London. Here today, 
gone tomorrow. Yet eternal. And epic. 
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top: Colourful 
graffiti of two people 
shouting at each 
other by well-known 
artist Stik
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Facing Page: 
Beautiful sculptured 
faces by Gregos Art.
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