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Romancing Rosetta

A flourishing Mediterranean harbour, elegant
Ottoman-style architecture, mosques,
churches, houses and inns. Charming feluccas
and dahabiyas skimming the glittering waters.

Welcome to Rosetta.

Words: PUNITA MALHOTRA
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One hour by road from Alexandria along a
barren road, leads to 90-square kilometres
of green tranquility with a pleasant date-
palm fringed waterfront, the Corniche. The
past still whispers sweet-nothings through
the vibrant fishing boats shuttling fish and
the quaint horse-carts plying the peaceful
roads. But sadly, where the world's
longest river empties into the deepest
blue sea, stands a forgotten port town,
shrouded in a faded shadow of its former
celebrated self. The irony is that the key
to deciphering the mysteries of that river's
greatest civilisation was discovered right
here in Rashid (Rosetta).

A Fairytale Setting

The town epitomises time travel in a
capsule. 22 Ottoman era residences, in
distinctive Delta-style, dated 18t%-19%
centuries, all located within a walkable
500-metre  radius. Their ageless>>

Ixgallo Liigy :cold

huugiall gawdl il e by ool &ilio o
dyjlogall [@Twaiay Al diyao Hpaii @ajall
dpanll [@dalidg laljliog lmuwiliag @asluwo
nle aojoli (il aluasllg eldall ge elial
A1l diao lieo Igadaiwl dililioll aloll

dynoll

Q0 dalwo nle Aioi clyps dalwo (ol Guphll
gl dleall dyadl laianlg oiig loyo Iioghs
J diaill jhiig Jno nd wiijgall wied lo
Auaiy sloll iy J ulaoll ha cnd diglj Ja
Al ylgds ali aill dioall bl g
[ il alyellg dlowll ales dlols
Gl Jgb nle olluw Jgali caillg Jgiall
dloch (na uny ollell (nd @i Jgbl s i
Gilw JUb cnf dpio digao wdi (GjUl
Ja cnd dlye jial ga lo talg .ngall lmaac
)| il dal oas (all alidoll Ul ga 1as
@ aalilial of ad gls doke aljlmall jisi

<< ALy diao diaoll dad

18 sep-oct /2019

jazeeraairways.com



N e e A e e e e A A AN AT T

P S r:""""“?ff"‘l‘?""r'h""

-‘h 9 e .... E :- Q‘i h .," ) i - - _ B L L R i "-_. I-_-.; = 3 ; -
. pe - E . 3 1w N Kl — T | v = o
- I}F'H‘H'U‘L".'J':"!:".:-:;-,-_-- pp— e i .' — o .
3 —— - o RS - LT
B e el (e |
L

: E#j
o
A

rripe
P I

4

E e
A

i®

11030
i '.i!::iﬂn =

R R, AR RAL

ot
______




#> heritage \ dlyill

The replica of the famous
Rosetta stone on display
(original is in British Museum)
sparks the urge to seek out the
location it was unearthed from.

facades are adorned with pointed brickwork
highlighted by red-white paint, carved
lintels, glazed tiles, ornamental doors
and intricately carved wooden windows
(mashrabiyas). Strolling through the four
levels is like a flashback into the daus when
there were stables, mills and storehouses
on the ground floor, men's quarters on the
first floor and accommodation for women
on the higher floors. The drama continues
at the 19% century Hammam Azouz, a
traditional bathhouse with marble floors,
fountains and elaborately carved wooden
ceilings. A heavenly hammam with water
pumped in directly from the Nile!

Rosetta boasts of no less than twelve>>
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Top: Traditional
bathhouse with
marble floors,
fountains and carved
wooden ceilings.
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Connect
Jazeera Airways has
daily direct flights to
and from Alexandria.

Rosetta is 65km from
Alexandria.
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mosques and three of them
are unmissable: Al Mahali Mosque (18t
century) for its ceiling supported by 99
columns reused from ancient Alexandrian
monuments. Abbasi Mosque (19* century)
for its exquisite moulded-brick appearance.
And Zaghloul Mosque (16" century) for its
lineage and scale. The latter's 4000-sgm
makes it the largest in Egypt, even Al-Azhar
in Cairo doesn't match in size.

Witnessing the Magic

A brief stop at the compact Rashid
Museum, housed in the 18% century Kili
House adds backdrop appeal with old
exhibits and documents. The replica of the
famous Rosetta stone on display (original is
in British Museum) sparks the urge to seek
out the location it was unearthed from.
And so, the treasure hunt ends at Borg
Qait Bey, the town's defence fortress by
the Nile. The Rosetta stone was discovered
under the south tower in 1799. The rest
is history.

Nowadays, the town is decked up at its
festive best only in mid-November, during
Mawlid al-Nabi, the birthday of Prophet
Mohammad, when joyous meals of salted
fish  (fesikh)
everywhere. Glory days may return to

and hummus are served

Rosetta with the planned refurbishment of
the town's heritage monuments and Nile
Corniche. Meanwhile, one of Egypt’'s most
fascinating cities continues to play second
fiddle to its own ancient avatar. /
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