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Bodrum'Peninsula

YACHT’S THE WAY TO DO IT -

Turkey’s south-westernmost shore redefines idyllic with
- its Mediterranean climate and pristine beaches. White-
s shrouded in pink bougainvillea and a lively

k gion an irresistible hotspot.
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Bodrum Peninsula is the epicentre of the
Turkish Riviera. Here, the green coastline
shrinks and the smell of the sea mingles
with the aroma of thick black coffee as the
luxury vessel skims over the myriad shades
of blue..from pale turquoise to brilliant
azure and sparkling sapphire. Heady combos
abound. Secluded bays and crystal clear
waters. Lazy loungers and adventurous
snorkelling dives. From the spacious deck
to the roomy cabin and state-of-the-art
facilities to faultless onboard dining...it's a
recipe for an unforgettable cruise, from one
flawless location to another.

The imposing coastal fortress and 15t
century castle (now Museum of Underwater
Archaeology) is an impressive reminder of
an illustrious past. Beyond the town, which
is a charming mix of antique and modern,
a series of villages dot the curvaceous
coastline of the Bodrum Peninsula. Two of

them are especially tempting.

Glitzy Glamour
North-west coast of Bodrum, the>>
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Jazeera flies to and
from Bodrum on
Monday, Thursday
and Sunday.
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picturesque fishing village of Yalkavak has

been reborn as one of the most opulent
and stulish new marinas in Europe. Its
glitzy new Palmarina is Turkey's first
harbour which can accommodate up to
70 super yachts. Some of the world's
rich and famous have parked their yachts
here (including Giorgio Armani, Bill Gates
and Roman Abramovich). A chic palm-
studded promenade, contemporary hotels,
luxury stores, expensive cafes, outdoor
art galleries and fancy alfresco diners>>

Beyond the town, which is
a charming mix of antique and
modern, a series of villages
dot the curvaceous coastline
of the Bodrum Peninsula.
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Above: A colourful
street with a view of
the Mediterranean
Sea in the
background.

uglo gLl :ealeUl (na
!l e by
hiugioll

14 july-aug /2019

jazeeraairways.com

15



treasure \\ jiall

promise visitors a slice of the good life.
Celebrities like Naomi Campbell and Heidi
Klum are known to have partied the night
away at the town’s snazzy ‘Billionaire Club’.
A spacious beach offers sun loungers to
bask in glorious sunshine. For a touch of
old-world charm, one can potter around the
famed Yalikavak market every Thursday in
the town square. Fresh fruit, vegetables,
clothes, souvenirs, beachwear, jewellery
and local handicrafts are on offer.

Traditionally Tranquil
On the western tip of Bodrum Peninsula, >>

is another sleepy fishing town converted
into a hip hangout of a different kind.
The laid-back village Gumusluk (‘the place
of silver) built on the ruins of an ancient
Carian city of Mundus, even finds reference
in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. Below the
water line, a partially sunken causeway
stands testimony to the earthquake that
caused the city to sink. One can walk
across to reach Tavsan Adasi (Rabbit Island)
where archaeologists are still digging up
Roman remains. Wooden jetties front local
seafood restaurants, flower-decked houses
hug a pretty bay and colourful gourd=>

Top: A quintessential
view of the street in
Bodrum with colourful
flowers.

Facing page:
Windmills of Bardakci
Cove
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lamps adorn white-painted dry trees. Live
musical performances at an ancient church-
turned cafe and faded wooden sunbeds
on a pebble beach complete the picture
of rustic chic. Timelessness is the mood of
moment, as one stares silently at a flaming
red sunset from the vantage point of Cafe
Limon. When the skies start sparkling
with a million stars, the waterfront diners
beckon. A table laid with fresh homemade
mezes, fresh grilled fish, kofte and raki, with
classical Turkish opera floating softly in the
air. The fantasy is complete. /4
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