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A town square holds the
essence of a European
city. Punita Malhotra,
during her travels to
qarious cities of Europe,
finds out that the
multi-functional square
is a true symbol of unity

he overriding impression |

' carry home after eravelling to

a Buropean city I8 timeless-

ness. And the best example of

this infinitude bes in the enigmatic town

square, These public spaces have sxisted

aoross the continent for cemturies, magi:

callly connecting the past with the present.

Europesn sguanes have been hotspots for

dinlogue and discussion, meetings and

greetings. for shared experiences and

forming bonds. So, the next time you visit

n European square, don't forget to count
bt six shdles.

0f the heart and soul

Domsinating the mapof any city in Eusops
s the OM Towrn. And inevitably its perve
centre is the town sguare. Original char-
acter. traditional architecture, historic
cadis, local spectalties, the explosion of
artscrafts and culture overiosd —all in all,
it's a fully pedestrian sone. It can be soen
ns a time capsule of sorts. Just follow the
throngs and you'Tl get there

Designed for drama

Narrow, wind ing cobbled streets lead you
in theough one of the many entry arches
Cross the threshold, and boom.. you find
yourself ina sunmy abry wide-open court.
yard, walled in with medieval bulldings
Be ready for n surpeise st the contrasts of
spoces a8 vou enter the mammoth-sieed
Praca do Comércio, Lisbon, or the arty
Plazzn Dedla Skgrecia, Florenee.

Star attraction

There's bound to be one distinctive feature
that stands out in every town square.
Mosthy it's a cathedral or a town hall or
both. The Rathaus Glockenspiel at Ma-
rienglatz, Munich, or the mega Papal Pal
ace, Avignon, are but a few examples
These are vestiges of the Medieval Age
when coroeations, religious, paliticnl, so-
cial, commercial gatherings, even exeou-
tions, were held there

SQUARE,
YOU SAID?

Age-old legacy

Centuries-old squanes continue 10 shine
on as sites earmarked for ansual carni-
vals, oelebrations, performances, protests
and revolutions. Age-old traditions and
rituals have survived, even thrived
through these very public spaces. Think
the Chiristenas market ot Altmarkt, Dees-
den. the flower carpet show a2 Grote Mark,
Brussels, or the art market ot Piazza Navor
na, Roene
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Social hotspots then and now

These town sguares have traditionally
been social hoespots.— these are the places
10 commune, converse and collabornte.
Canopied cafivs overflow with people, chil-
diren pla street bands perform, local ol
sine thrives. Wigtness a wedding shoot in
Republic Square, Florenoce, ride a horse
enrriage at Grote Markt, Antwerp, or juse
indulge in a coffee at St Mark’s Square,
Venice. Take a seat. Feel at home

Back to

square one

The square has

been refered to

by many other

names down the

centuries. Take

2 look:
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